
Buying a Volkswagen6 Steps To



The process of buying a new Volkswagen is an exciting experience. Whether you’re 
a new driver searching for a reliable car to tackle the daily commute or a long-time 
owner looking to upgrade into the latest model, there’s nothing like driving home 
inside a brand-new VW for the first time. 

With so many models and trims out there on the market, drivers have an almost 
unlimited variety of options at their disposal. Whether you’re considering an efficient 
and fun-to-drive sedan like the VW Passat, a versatile SUV like the VW Tiguan, or a 
classic compact like the VW Golf, it’s important to choose a vehicle that best fits 
your lifestyle.

In this simple six step guide, you’ll learn valuable strategies on buying a new VW, 
including a few tips to guarantee you secure the best deal on your future investment.

Ready to get started? Read on to learn more!

6 Steps To
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Step 1: Consider Your Needs
We’ve all known the experience of walking into a showroom and immediately 
becoming smitten with the first shiny new car we see. While there’s no doubt 
that whichever VW you end up driving home is guaranteed to provide years of 
dependability and fun, are you sure it’s going to adequately suit your needs? 

We suggest that before even stepping foot onto the dealership lot, the first thing to 
do is sit down and answer the following questions:

1. Why do I need this vehicle?
2. What’s my current living/family situation like? 
3. How much space do I regularly require?

It might seem obvious, but clearly defining your lifestyle and needs can go a long way 
towards helping you choose a Volkswagen you’ll be happy owning for many years. 

Speaking of the future, it’s also wise to account for any possible lifestyle changes that 
may occur over the next however many years you intend to own your vehicle.  

Helpful Tip – It’s one thing to drive a large SUV, but it’s another thing to have to park it day in 
and out. Consider your parking situation or at least make sure your VW includes a rearview 
camera system.

1. Why do I need this vehicle?
2. What’s my current living/family situation like? 
3. How much space do I regularly require?
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Step 2: Determine a Budget
There’s no two ways around it; buying a new car is a big investment. So, before you 
sign your name on the dotted line, make sure you have an organized budget you’ll 
feel comfortable committing to for at least the next few years.

One simple way to determine whether the Volkswagen you’re considering fits 
your budget is to complete a pre-qualification form through the dealer site. Once 
submitted, a manager will quickly be in touch to discuss a range of available 
financing options and answer all your questions. 

You might also consider how a VW lease might benefit your monthly finances. 
Perfect for those who enjoy flexibility, a typical lease provides the opportunity to 
upgrade into a newer model every 24 to 36 months, and in some instances, paying 
less per month than if you were to take out a loan.

Helpful Tip – Know your credit. If you plan on financing, your credit score will play a significant 
role in the type of loan you’ll be able to access. To safely look up your current score and credit 
history, consider using an online source like Experian®. 
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Step 3: Do Your Homework
Here’s where things start to get exciting. After you determine the type of Volkswagen 
you need and a workable budget, you can start searching for your next car or SUV by 
browsing the dealership’s website.

While aspects like the entertainment system, sunroof, and heated steering wheel are 
all worth taking into account, you’ll also want to give equal attention to the following 
features and specs:

• MPG Rating. Do you often travel for work? How many hours per week do you typically spend 
running errands? If you spend a lot of time behind the wheel, fuel-efficiency should be near the 
top of your checklist. 

• Cargo Space. Have an active family with lots of sports equipment? Perhaps you enjoy being 
able to hit the beach at a moment’s notice and need room to stow a few beach chairs and an 
umbrella? Then available cargo space is a must-have.

• Engine Power. While some drivers have an insatiable thirst for horsepower, others might feel  
a little overwhelmed with a larger engine. 

• Safety. Although every VW model comes loaded with state-of-the-art safety features, some 
trim levels include additional driver-assist technologies to help keep you out of harm’s way. 

Helpful Tip - Read reviews and comparisons. Often, it just isn’t conceivable to comb through every single 
vehicle and configuration on the dealership lot. That’s where a well-written model or trim level review can 
be a great resource to help you whittle down your options and save time.
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Step 4: Take a Test Drive
Once all the behind-the-scenes work is done, you’ll have the perfect Volkswagen 
model in your sights. Now you just need to confirm your assumptions by buckling up 
and hitting the open road!

Taking a test drive is a fun and engaging experience. The moment you slip behind 
the steering wheel of a shiny new vehicle, you might already feel sold on it. It’s 
important though to be patient and examine each aspect of the vehicle to be sure it 
fully fits your preferences. 

Once you have the keys in hand, we advise you to perform the following steps:

1. Get a Feel of its Space. Sit behind the wheel and take account of its 
head- and legroom. How comfy is the seating? Also, determine how easy it is 
to access its interior storage compartments. You might even want to hop in 
back to see whether it’s going to be comfortable enough for your passengers.

2.  Check the Controls and Entertainment Settings. Turn on the vehicle and 
play around with its dashboard and instrument cluster. Is it easy to navigate?  
Are there any special functions you don’t recognize? How compatible is the 
interface with your mobile device?

3. Go For a Spin. Take the vehicle on different roadways to see how it handles. 
How do the steering and braking feel? Does it provide adequate acceleration? 
Before turning on the radio or A/C, notice how quiet the cabin sounds while 
in motion. 

4. Check the Storage Area. Open the trunk to get a sense of its size. Is it easy to 
load heavy or oversized items? You also should test to see how simple it is to 
lower the second or third rows.

Helpful Tip – Take multiple test drives. Even if you’re dead set on one vehicle, it’s beneficial to 
see what other models and trims have to offer and how they feel out on the road. You might just 
end up choosing a vehicle you didn’t initially consider!
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Step 5: Check For Special Incentives 

Throughout the year, dealerships offer special programs to help qualifying buyers 
and lessees better afford a new car or SUV. If you’re settled on a Volkswagen, 
make sure you check the dealership’s website to see if it’s possible to secure an 
exclusive special.

Helpful Tip – Ask in person. Just because you might not see any special offers on your model or 
trim, it doesn’t always mean there isn’t help to be found. Simply inquire with the finance center 
staff who’ll be happy to share with you any current offerings on which they can extend. 

Step 6: Secure the Correct Loan or Lease
You’ve just about reached the end of your journey.  The final step before you drive 
away into the sunset inside your new Volkswagen is to figure out how you plan to 
pay for it. 

As we previously mentioned, you’ll often have several options at your disposal 
including a traditional auto loan or by leasing the vehicle for a determined period. 
Remember, a typical lease lasts between 24-48 months. Afterwards, you’ll have to 
decide whether to renew or return, or upgrade into a different model. 

Your other option is to finance your VW, where you’ll have to make a set amount of 
monthly payments until the vehicle is completely paid off. Once you make your final 
payment, the vehicle is completely yours to own and enjoy.

If you’re looking for advice on which path to take, our finance center is ready and 
waiting to chat. They’ll help devise terms which take into account your current 
financial situation and budget, so you can eventually drive away in complete 
confidence.

Helpful Tip – Take advantage of online resources. If you’re looking to trade in your current 
vehicle to put towards the purchase of a new Volkswagen, most dealerships can provide an 
initial estimate through their finance center site. 
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Find Your New Volkswagen!
Congrats! Now that you have a better understanding of the car-buying process, you’re 
now that much closer to buying or leasing the car or SUV of your dreams! The final piece 
of advice we have to offer is to find a top-quality VW dealership in your local area and 
schedule a personal test drive. 

Good luck, and happy driving!


