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Buying a car is very exciting. With so many body styles, colors, and features to choose 
from, it’s easy to find that ideal model.

However, before getting a pre-owned car, there are several questions to ask at your 
local dealership. To make sure all your concerns are addressed, follow our guide to 
the 5 Questions to Ask Before Buying a Used Car...
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Some people equate the number of miles a car has with its condition. That may be 
true in some cases, but not always.

Typically, a person drives 12,000 miles a year. So, if you’re looking at a car that’s five 
years old with 60,000 miles, you can assume it’s in pretty good shape. If it has close 
to 100,000 miles, it’ll likely be more worn out or need maintenance work.

However, if a car is five years old and only has 20,000 miles, then it means it  
spent most of its time sitting around. When a car sits around for a long time, the  
engine doesn’t get up to its needed temperature. Plus, natural moisture in the air  
can condense, and the water will eventually get into the engine. This will lead to  
corrosion, which will cause the engine to stop working.

Furthermore, did you know that tires can wear out without even being used?  
Sunlight, heat, and cold can all degrade tires, whether a car is being driven or not. 
Tires usually expire six years after they’re produced. So, even if you’re looking at  
a 10-year-old car that’s drivable, the tires still need to be changed.

How Many Miles Does the Car Have?1
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The internet is great when looking for a used car. Listings will have details about the 
car, along with lots of pictures. However, photos can’t compare to seeing a car in real 
life—and that’s why it’s crucial to go and see a car at the dealership.

When there, have the salesperson walk you around the car. Look for any possible 
scratches, dents, or dings. Check under the car for any leaks and ask to take a look 
under the hood. Make sure the engine and other components look good and that  
nothing is corroded.

You’ll also want to check out the vehicle’s interior. Make sure there are no rips, tears, 
or stains in the upholstery. You’ll also want to make sure there aren’t any strange 
odors, such as burnt oil, gas, or cigarette smoke.

Can You Show Me Around the Car?2



QUESTIONS to Ask Before Buying a Used Car

MINI OF ANNAPOLIS
21 Old Mill Bottom Rd, Annapolis, MD 21409

miniofannapolis.com  |  410-349-2598

Page

55

When seeing a vehicle in person, you may notice body panels with different colors  
or finishes that don’t match. This is a good indication that the car has been in an  
accident and parts of it got repaired or replaced. Check to see that the paint adheres 
to the metal panels. If not, there could be a thick layer of body filler underneath.

You’ll want to check for any rust spots, too. Rust spots could reveal how well was  
the vehicle was maintained.

Does the Car Have Its Original Paint?3
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However, there’s a better way to learn an automobile’s  
maintenance history: ask the sales representative to  
see a vehicle history report.

A vehicle history report is a detailed document that  
provides information about a specific car’s past.  
This includes the following:

 • Number of previous owners
 • Vehicle maintenance
 • Flood damage
 • Any recalls
 • Accident history

All you need is the car’s vehicle identification number (VIN), and you’ll learn about  
every major event in its lifetime. AutoCheck and CARFAX® are popular sources for 
these reports, and the dealership will be happy to give you one for free.

There’s something to keep in mind, though, when it comes to vehicle history reports. 
While detailed, they aren’t perfect and don’t show the car’s entire history. For example, 
a report could show no accidents, but the vehicle clearly had major repairs. This could 
happen if the repairs were self-paid rather than going through an insurance company.

The main takeaway is that a vehicle history report is an excellent tool. However,  
you can’t always rely on the information to be 100% accurate.

Can I See a Vehicle History Report?4
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All the above information will certainly help when it comes to buying a used car.  
However, the best way to know if a vehicle is right for you is to take it for a test drive.

First, you’ll want to sit in the driver’s seat and get comfortable. Make sure the seat 
can be adjusted to get in that perfect position behind the wheel. You’ll also want to 
double-check that every button, knob, and control is easily within reach.

If you plan on holding a lot of cargo, see if the rear seats can fold down to maximize 
cargo space. If you plan on driving around passengers, bring them along for the test 
drive. See if they find the back seats to be comfortable and the amenities to be good.

Can I Take a Test Drive? 5
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Next, turn the car on to see if it starts up normally and doesn’t stall. Check the  
radio and air conditioner to see if they work properly. See if you can adjust all the  
mirrors easily.

Does the car offer Bluetooth®? If so, see how well it functions with your mobile  
device. If there’s a navigation system, check that it’s intuitive to operate and that  
it’s accurate in its directions.

Then, it’s time to go for a drive. Test it on various road surfaces at different speeds 
to see how well it handles. Hit the brakes softly and hard from different speeds (when 
safe to do so) to see how responsive they are. Take the car around corners to evaluate 
its composure when abruptly changing direction. See what the visibility is like when 
looking at the back and side windows, along with the front mirror.

You’ll also want to take the time to park the car. See how tight the turning radius is.  
Is the front end so low that it scrapes against a parking curb? How hard is it to parallel 
park? Can you exit the car with the doors only partly open? While often overlooked,  
it’s important to complete this step, as you’ll be parking your car just as often as  
you’ll be driving it.

After the Test Drive
During the test drive, you’ll want to focus solely on driving. If you have any questions 
or concerns, keep them in the back of your mind. After you get back to the dealership, 
bring your inquiries up to the salesperson. Not only are they knowledgeable on all 
types of cars, but they’re there to help you find the right one for all your needs.

After mentioning any concerns, take notes of the experience. If you need to revisit  
the dealership for another test drive, that’s definitely an option. Plus, if you’re torn 
between two vehicles, a test drive will help you decide which one is right for you.
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After asking the above five questions, you should feel confident in your used car  
decision. If you need any more help, just visit your local dealership. The staff members 
are ready and willing to help you land the car of your dreams. Good luck!

Buy a Used Car at a Reliable Dealership

Additional $500
Print this coupon and present it to the dealership at time of write-up. Limit one coupon  
per household, and per transaction. Prior sales excluded. Vehicle subject to inspection.  
Valid only at MINI of Annapolis. Offer expires 12/31/2018.
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