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From that new car smell to the rev of the engine, the first time you drive off the 
dealership lot in a brand-new car is an experience like no other. While car ownership 
offers drivers a ton of joy, it also requires staying up to date on simple yet important 
tasks to ensure a long-lasting automobile.

One the easiest ways to prepare for the long road ahead is by scheduling routine 
maintenance at a licensed service center. By having a technician check your car’s 
condition on a regular basis, it can remain in peak performance for a long time. 
Additionally, it can help avoid any breakdowns or potential collisions.

Whether you’re a first-time car owner or consider yourself a seasoned pro,  
you’ll want to read through this quick 10-Minute Automotive Repair Guide, which 
outlines important information a driver should know in order to keep their car in  
top-quality condition.
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Automotive Repair: The 5 Basics
Most likely, the car that’s sitting in your driveway is one of the most complex tools you’ll ever 
own. The engine alone contains hundreds of intricate parts all working together to keep your 
vehicle in motion. Knowing this, one of the first tasks you should do after arriving home from 
the dealership is to read your owner’s manual. 

Not only can you learn some interesting facts about the vehicle’s features and technologies, 
but you’ll also find important information on recommended maintenance. When it comes 
down to it, there are just five simple tasks you need to do in order to keep your vehicle in 
good shape.

1. Create a Maintenance Schedule.
Just like with the doctor, preventative care can go a long way towards keeping your vehicle 
running at its best.

If you aren’t sure how often you need to make an appointment, simply check your owner’s 
manual or consult with your local service center. The service experts can help you create a 
schedule and send you regular appointment reminders.
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2. Change Your Oil.
Motor oil is the lifeblood of your engine and should be replaced every 5,000 to 7,500 miles. 
However, this could vary based on your vehicle, driving style, or type of oil used in the car.

For example, many vehicles that use synthetic oil can go as long as 10,000 miles before needing 
to be replaced. Conversely, if you often tow heavy equipment or travel on dirt or gravel roads, 
you may need to get an oil change every 3,000 miles.

No matter what, though, serious issues can arise if the oil isn’t regularly changed, such as poor 
engine performance, lowered fuel economy, and engine seizures.

The good news is that oil changes are relatively simple to perform and can help keep your car 
running well for many years and miles.
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3. Rotate Your Tires.
Depending on local road conditions and your driving style, you should plan to rotate and 
rebalance your vehicle’s tires every 6,000 to 8,000 miles (or every six months, whichever 
comes first).

To make things easier for you, though, you could get this maintenance work done every 
time you go in for an oil change. This task ensures your tires wear down evenly and can be 
inspected for any damage.

Once your tires reach the 40,000 mile-mark, you should start planning to have them  
fully replaced and the wheels aligned. By doing so, you’ll not only improve your everyday 
driving experience, but you’ll also avoid placing an extra burden on your brakes and 
transmission system. 
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4. Inspect Your Brakes.
The brakes are the most important safety device in your vehicle. Therefore, you’ll want to 
make it a point to have them regularly checked by a professional. Brakes bear the brunt of 
damage and would need to be replaced every 25,000 to 70,000 miles.

A simple way to schedule a brake inspection is to couple it with a tire rotation. You’ll want 
everything from the brake pads, calipers, and rotors inspected along with securing an 
estimate on when you should have them replaced.

5. Don’t Ignore Your Dashboard.
The symbols that appear on your dashboard are your vehicle’s best way of communicating 
important information to you. Your owner’s manual gives a full description of each symbol 
and provides guidance on the steps to take if they appear.

The moment an indicator or warning light appears, you should schedule a quick 
appointment to have it checked out. 
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Automotive Repair: Common Trouble Spots
While your oil, tires, brakes, and dashboard are four of the most important items to keep a 
close eye on, there are other issues that might pop up over the course of owning your vehicle. 

The moment you notice one of these issues arise, you shouldn’t hesitate to have a 
professional look into it. 

Transmission Issues
Next to your engine, the transmission is probably the second most important component of 
your vehicle. While it’s uncommon for new vehicles to experience transmission trouble, older 
vehicles could run a higher risk.  

The most frequent issues involve leaks, grinding noises, and gear slippage. If you notice any 
of these symptoms, immediately schedule a service appointment and avoid driving until the 
issue can be resolved. 

Electrical Issues
Over time, interior and exterior lights tend to burn out and need to be replaced. You’ll also 
need to make it a point to have your vehicle’s spark plugs replaced every 60,000 to 70,000 
miles. Any loose or exposed wiring found inside your cabin or cargo area should also be fixed.
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Battery Issues
It’s important to know the age of your battery and aim to have it replaced every five years.  
Over time, the terminal clamps may begin to oxidize or fray, which can affect your battery’s 
ability to supply power to the electrical system. If this issue arises, it should be fixed or 
replaced as needed. 

Ignition System Issues
Common issues range from a faulty spark plug to a clogged fuel injector. If you turn over the 
key and nothing happens, it’s mostly likely a sign that your starter system is broken.  

Coolant System Issues
Your coolant system is what controls the air conditioning and heating systems. Plus, it helps 
keep the engine from overheating.

It’s not uncommon for a hose to leak or for your engine coolant to run low. You should  
make sure to schedule a service appointment at the first sign to avoid a bigger issue. 
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Automotive Repair: Hard-to-Spot Issues
The typical vehicle on the road today contains thousands of individual parts, from major 
engine components down to individual nuts and screws. While most of these parts won’t  
ever cause an issue, there are a few you might encounter the longer you own your vehicle.  

Fuel Cap
If you notice your check engine light appear on your dashboard while driving, the first step  
you should take is to inspect your vehicle’s fuel cap.

Often, it’s a case of not properly securing the cap after fueling up at the gas station. If the  
cap appears broken or worn, you can easily have it replaced.

Ignition Coil
The ignition coil, or “spark coil,” is what connects your vehicle’s battery to the engine’s spark 
plugs. It converts the battery’s low voltage into high voltage and then sends this energy to  
the spark plugs to ignite the fuel/air mixture inside the combustion chamber.

If you notice your engine is backfiring or jerking while you’re idling, it could be a sign that  
the ignition coil is worn and needs to be replaced.
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Manifold Gasket
A manifold gasket maintains pressure within your engine and prevents extra gasoline and 
dangerous particles from spilling into other parts of your engine. These gaskets are often 
bolted together. Over time, they can loosen, which causes them to leak. 

A leaking manifold gasket can cause a range of issues for your engine, including misfiring, 
overheating, and a decrease in its overall performance. If this issue isn’t appropriately fixed,  
it can severely corrode the engine.

Catalytic Converter
The main purpose of this device is to convert toxic pollutants created inside your engine 
into less harmful fumes that get expelled through the exhaust system. One of those toxic 
pollutants is carbon monoxide, which can be dangerous.  

Your check engine light should appear the moment an issue with your catalytic converter is 
detected. Once this occurs, immediately schedule an emissions test to determine the source 
of the problem. 

Engine Thermostat
This tiny device plays an important role in keeping your vehicle from overheating. Resting 
between the engine and the radiator, the thermostat blocks the flow of coolant to the radiator 
until the engine reaches a specific temperature. 

If this device breaks, the radiator won’t know when to circulate the coolant. This issue can 
cause your vehicle to quickly overheat, which can result in serious internal damage. If you 
notice your temperature gauge is consistently reaching its highest point, immediately schedule 
a service appointment. 
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Have an Issue? Consult a Professional Today!
When properly managed, your vehicle can provide you with years of enjoyment. If you’re looking 
to keep your car operating at peak condition, be sure to schedule routine checkup appointments. 
When caught early, most issues can be easily managed by an experienced technician. 

If your automobile needs routine maintenance or extensive automotive repair, contact your local 
service center to schedule an appointment today!
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