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Families and solo commuters looking for a 3-row SUV may be interested in the  
Acura MDX. This midsize vehicle boasts agile handling, great fuel economy, and 
plenty of style and features. We’ll tell you all about it in this Buyer’s Guide to the 
2020 Acura MDX.

Below, we’ll cover everything you need to know about this luxury SUV, such as:

  • Performance specs
  • Exterior and interior design
  • Infotainment and safety technologies
 
Read through this informative guide, then contact your local Acura dealership to see the 
vehicle in person.
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POWERFUL & NIMBLE PERFORMANCE

The 2020 Acura MDX may be on the larger side, but it handles like a 
smaller automobile.

This is partly due to the available Super Handling All-Wheel Drive™ (SH-AWD®) system.  
It provides the same all-weather advantages that you’d find in a standard AWD  
system—maximum grip on any road surface.

However, performance is greatly improved on dry roads. Between the 275-pound weight 
reduction, available 20-inch tires, and standard Idle Stop, you have a highly fuel-efficient 
and agile automobile.

Engine Specs

The MDX comes with a 3.5L V6 engine that produces 290 horsepower and 267 lb-ft  
of torque. Paired with a 9-speed automatic transmission, smooth acceleration and  
peak efficiency are achieved through city or highway cruising.

Speaking of efficiency, this vehicle achieves an EPA-estimated 20 city/27 highway  
MPG with standard Front-Wheel Drive.* Idle Stop then shuts the engine off  
automatically whenever you come to a complete stop. The second your foot goes  
off the brake pedal, the engine will come back on. This action helps conserve  
fuel to keep you going farther for longer.
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Hybrid Performance Specs

For maximum efficiency, there’s the hybrid version of the Acura MDX, which achieves 
an EPA-estimated 26 city/27 highway MPG.* As a result, you can say goodbye to 
frequent gas station visits.

The hybrid’s powertrain is set up differently than the standard MDX. It comes  
equipped with:

 • 3.0L V6 engine with 290 horsepower and 257 lb-ft of torque   
 • Front and dual rear motors
 • Lithium-ion battery

This 3-Motor Hybrid System is mated to a 7-speed Dual Clutch Transmission.  
This transmission gives you the ease of an automatic with the feel of a  
manual—especially with the Sequential SportShift Paddle Shifters behind  
the steering wheel.

Finally, the MDX Hybrid is available in Sport Hybrid Super Handling  
All-Wheel Drive™ (SH-AWD®). It can easily switch from gas to electric power  
for maximum efficiency while still providing optimum traction on slick surfaces.
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HEAD-TURNING APPEARANCE

As you’re enjoying the open road, pedestrians and other drivers may stop and stare at 
your vehicle.

The 2020 MDX stands out for all the right reasons. The sculpted front and rear fascia 
create a sleek look, while the black and black chrome accents show off a more  
athletic nature.

Adding to the sporty appearance are the available 20-inch alloy wheels. Plus, there 
are tons of bold colors to choose from, including:

 • Performance Red Pearl   
 • Apex Blue Pearl
 • Canyon Bronze Metallic

Up front, there are Jewel Eye® LED headlights—an elegant feature that comes standard. 
The five LEDs in each side use less energy for a bright, white beam. You’ll see better  
at night, and they’ll last longer than traditional headlights.
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LUXURIOUS INTERIOR

Next, we’ll head inside the Acura MDX. With this being a luxury automobile, you can 
expect to see premium-quality materials in the cabin.

It starts off with perforated Milano leather with an Alcantara® trim, which is available 
through the A-Spec® Package. Not only is it soft to the touch, but its contrast stitching 
and piping continue the sporty theme of the MDX.

In addition, the SUV offers wood accents, such as Olive Ash Burl and Desert Olive Ash. 
These handcrafted natural wood options are seamlessly integrated into the cabin for a 
rich and elegant look.
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SPACIOUS & COMFORTABLE CABIN

As we mentioned before, the MDX comes with three rows of seats. It can easily seat 
seven people (or six if you opt for the available second-row captain’s chairs).

With the standard setup, you’ll have plenty of room to stretch out with the following 
interior dimensions: 

 
Acura recognizes that comfort is key. So, engineers have equipped the MDX with all 
sorts of amenities to keep riders happy.

Heated front seats come standard, while heated and ventilated front seats and heated 
rear outboard seats are available. You can even get a heated steering wheel to warm 
up your hands or soothe them after a day at work.

The driver and front passenger are sure to appreciate the 12-way power-adjustable  
front seats that come standard in the SUV. There’s even an electronic tilt and  

telescopic steering column, so getting into that ideal seating position behind the  
wheel will be a breeze.

2020 Acura MDX Interior Measurements
First Row Second Row Third Row

Headroom

Legroom

Shoulder Room

Hip Room

38.1 inches

41.4 inches

61.1 inches

57.5 inches

38.3 inches

36.6 inches

59.1 inches

57.8 inches

35.6 inches

28.1 inches

54.7 inches

40.6 inches
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BUILT FOR ALL YOUR PACKING NEEDS

While it’s important for passengers to feel relaxed, it’s just as vital to have space for 
your personal belongings. The 2020 Acura MDX provides more than enough cargo 
room, whether you’re on solo treks or have a packed vehicle.

There’s 15 cubic feet behind the third row. If the kids aren’t riding in the back, fold that 
row down for 38.4 cubic feet of cargo room. If it’s just you or you and a friend, fold 
down the second and third rows to get 68.4 cubic feet of space.

You can configure the back seats for an optimal passenger-to-cargo ratio thanks to  
the 60/40 split-folding second-row seats and 50/50 split-folding third-row seats. 
Simply fold down one or both sides of either row to fit as many people and items  
as needed. 
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TECH TO KEEP YOU CONNECTED

When you’re all packed up and ready to go, turn the MDX on to fire up the infotainment 
system with its On Demand Multi-Use Display™ (ODMD™) touchscreen. All your media 
options are found here for your convenience: 

 • Pandora®  
 • HD Radio®

 • SiriusXM® Satellite Radio

If you own a smartphone, go ahead and plug it into the car’s USB port to activate  
Apple CarPlay® or Android Auto™. Your mobile apps will appear on the vehicle’s 
display screen, allowing you to use your phone’s functions without touching it  
while driving.
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Fun for All in the MDX

If you select the Entertainment Package, you’ll get an Acura Rear Entertainment System.  
It comes with either a 9-inch screen or 16.2-inch ultrawide screen and pops open  
from the ceiling.

The 16.2-inch display screen lets your kids watch two movies/TV shows at  
once—putting to bed the argument of what to watch next. Plus, with the wireless 
headphones, they’ll stay entertained while you enjoy a quiet and peaceful drive.

Do you want to play some music for everyone on board? Turn on the radio and let  
the rich sounds of the available 10-speaker ELS Studio® Premium Audio System flood  
the cabin. You can also get two additional speakers with the Advance Package to 
heighten the rear-seat surround sound. 
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ADVANCED DRIVER-ASSISTING TECHNOLOGIES

A big draw to the 2020 MDX is how hard it works to keep you and your loved  
ones safe. A major way it does this is by preventing accidents from occurring in the  
first place.

AcuraWatch™ is the suite of active safety features that comes standard in the vehicle.  
It uses cameras and sensors to be on top of different driving situations. If something 
is amiss, the car will warn you to take action. In some cases, it can step in for you if 
you’re unable to react in time.

With AcuraWatch™, the following systems will act as your virtual copilot: 

• Collision Mitigation Braking System™: It’ll send a visual and audible alert if     
     you’re getting too close to a car or pedestrian. If you don’t hit the brakes in time,    
     can use up to 80 percent of full braking power to help avoid or reduce impact.

• Lane Keeping Assist System: It uses a camera to identify markings in the road.  
     By doing so, it knows when you’re starting to drift out of your lane. If you’re going  
     without using a turn signal, the system will use gentle steering corrections to get you  
      back to the center of your lane.

• Adaptive Cruise Control with Low-Speed Follow: This system will maintain  
     a set speed while out on the highway. However, it can also maintain a set following  
     distance—great for city traveling. If traffic ahead starts to slow down, the vehicle  
     will automatically slow itself down for you.
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FEATURES FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND

While AcuraWatch™ is on top of things, a collision can still happen. In those instances, 
passive safety features in the MDX will take over to help protect you.

The vehicle is built with a next-generation Advanced Compatibility Engineering™ (ACE™) 
body structure. Connected structural elements work to distribute frontal crash energy 
more evenly throughout the car. As a result, forces transferred to the cabin are reduced 
to help minimize injuries.

Furthermore, you’ll find an advanced airbag system inside this automobile with front, 
front side, side curtain, and driver’s knee airbags. Between those and the 3-point  
seat belts in every row, you and your family or friends will be nice and secure inside  
this vehicle.

TEST DRIVE A 2020 ACURA MDX TODAY

From reading this guide to the 2020 Acura MDX, you’ve learned that this sleek SUV 
provides an efficient performance and cutting-edge technology for individuals and 
families alike. However, the best way to determine if the car will work with your  
lifestyle is to test drive it.

Contact your local Acura dealership to get behind the wheel of the Acura MDX today! 

*Based on 2020 EPA mileage ratings. Use for comparison purposes only. Your actual mileage will vary, depending on  
how you drive and maintain your vehicle, driving conditions, battery pack age/condition (hybrid only), and other factors.


