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TIRE MAINTENANCE
If you take a step back and look at your car, it’s fairly easy to understand how important the 
tires are in the whole system. Essentially, they’re supporting the entire car—much like your feet 

support your entire body—so you can see why routine maintenance would be important.

Through the course of this helpful guide, we’ll walk through every facet associated with tire care 
to give our drivers a better grip on why it is so important, what needs to be done, and how to get 
the desired longevity from your tires. After reading this informative eBook, you’ll have a better 

understanding of your tires and how to properly care for them.   

Why Tire Maintenance is Important 
We take huge strides to protect our feet, right? We buy good quality socks, gel inserts for our 
shoes, expensive sneakers, and we even spring for the occasional pedicure. When is the last

time you did something to protect your tires the same way we protect our feet?

If you fail to properly maintain your tires, you’re running the risk of having an unsafe vehicle on the 
road. Failing tires can cause blowouts, slippage, and pulling. Each of these issues can be difficult to 
navigate on a local or town road, but when you’re on a busy highway, they have the ability to cause 

collisions. Proper care can prevent these situations.

Are you a bit unsure of what you can be doing to protect your tires? Well, the short answer is 
basic tire maintenance, but there’s a lot more that goes into that answer than most people know. 

Certainly, the majority of us understand that we need our tires to function properly in order to 
continue driving our cars, but how many of us know the best way to make that happen?
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Basic Tire Maintenance
When it comes to our cars, the tires are relatively low maintenance. With built-in tire pressure 

sensors, the responsibility has been partially taken off the driver, so you’re not constantly checking 
the pressure or eyeballing your tire. However, that sensor can’t be relied upon for everything with 

your tires, so you’ll need to schedule some basic maintenance.

• Rotation: Let’s play a little game. When you have a front-wheel drive car, which tires do you
think wear out the fastest? If you said the front tires, you’re right. The same goes for rear-wheel

drive vehicles. What a tire rotation does is ensures that your drivetrain is wearing all four of the
tires equally.

During a rotation, all four of the tires are removed. Then, the technician will take the back two tires 
and move them up and vice versa. However, there is a highly important step that is taken during this 
process. During the process, the back-right tire becomes the front left and so on and so forth.

Rotating the tires in an X formation ensures that no tire is improperly worn. For instance, if most of 
your exit ramps or turns to go home require hard right turns, your tire is going to pick up on that and 
will wear into a pattern that indicates how you drive. Rotating the tires in this order keeps your tires 

from registering your driving habits.

How Often: Every six months/6,000 miles, whichever comes first. 
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•  Balancing: Sometimes, when you get new tires, it isn’t always possible to ensure that the weight
of the tire and the rim is evenly distributed. For this reason, your technician will thoroughly
examine how the tire moves and look for wobbling or bouncing. He or she will then add weighted

clips to your tires accordingly to ensure that they will wear properly.

Unfortunately, sometimes these weights are removed or moved, thus ensuring that the tire wears
unevenly. Routine balancing is extremely helpful in maintaining the longevity of your tires, as you
can imagine one tire hitting its heavier spot every time is going to wear strangely.

How Often: When you replace one or all tires or if the weight has been removed.

•  Alignment: When you’re driving straight and you begin to notice that your car seems to be pulling
to a different direction, you need a wheel alignment. This is incredibly easy to recognize as your car

will become increasingly difficult to keep moving forward in a straight line.

Anything can happen when we’re driving and it’s typically the unusual stuff that can mess with the
alignment. For example, that huge pothole that you try to avoid every day? Hitting that can affect your

alignment greatly.

Obviously, if your car begins pulling in one direction, your tires are going to see the effects of such a
driving pattern. You may already notice unusual tread wear on the shoulders of your tires and this is
usually indicative that you’re in need of an alignment.

During an alignment, your technician will adjust your tires in order to ensure that each tire is in its
proper position and angled appropriately away from or toward the other tires. If each tire requires

adjusting, your technician may also have to work with your vehicle’s suspension as well, so all
the systems work together properly.

How Often: Every 4,350 miles or when you begin to notice a pulling sensation. 
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•  Pressure Checks: Your car may have a tire pressure monitoring system built in, which is
incredibly handy, but it doesn’t mean you’re completely off the hook when it comes to your

tires you still need to manually check the pressure to ensure that they are properly inflated.

You’ll find the proper tire pressure based on the manufacturer’s recommendations on the inside of
your driver’s door. When you open the door, you should see a sticker. On that sticker, you’ll find the

desired tire pressure or pounds per square inch (psi) for your car.

Using a digital tire pressure monitor, you’ll be able to determine the exact pressure of each tire
something your average tire pressure monitoring system can’t do. However, this is a check you will

want to do when the tires are cool, rather than having just pulled in your driveway after a long day
of running errands or driving home from work.

If the pressure in one tire is low, that tire is going to strike the road differently than the others, thus
creating a difficult wear pattern. You want to ensure that each tire is inflated to its proper pressure

to keep the tires looking and acting like new.

How Often: Once a month or if you notice a loss of pressure.
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Determining the Necessity for New Tires
The need for new tires is usually difficult to miss. You’ll be in the know if your tires seem to be

constantly losing pressure or if you’ve noticed that your drives have gotten louder all of a sudden
However, there are other signs and symptoms you should be looking for if you’re getting close to

that magic mileage number.

Signs of Tire Wear

•  Cracks or Cuts – If you’re noticing little, tiny surface cracks in the sidewalls or shoulders of
your tires, then you’re likely in need of new ones. Cracking indicates that your tires have aged

past the point of good quality, so schedule an appointment with your service tech soon.

•  Tread Test – Insert a penny upside down between the treads of your tires. If you can see the
top of Lincoln’s head, then your tire treads are too low and they need to be replaced. 

•   Wear Patterns – If there are certain spots on your tires that are worn—they’ll look smoother
than the rest of the tire—then you have a wear pattern. This means that your tire has been hitting

the road in a distinct pattern for a while now and may require replacement. If you see tiny and
thin string-like pieces in the shoulders or outer rim of your tire, schedule an appointment soon 

as it means your tires are very worn.
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Tire Replacement 
No matter how well you care for your tires, they are eventually going to need to be replaced. 

Nothing lasts forever, right? After about 50,000 miles, you should call your dealership and 
see what they have to offer as replacements for your tires. During this time, it is helpful 

to know how to read your tire size, so you can provide the service department with any 
information they may need.

How to Read Your Tire Size

• The first thing you’ll notice on your tire is a letter, which is usually a “P” and means the tire
is made to the U.S. standards for a passenger vehicle. If you don’t see a “P,” it means you

have a Euro tire, but the P-Metric is, by far, the most popular.

• After the first letter, you’ll see a three-digit number. This is the measure of the width of your
tire in millimeters. 

• After the three-digit number will be a slash and a number. This number is the aspect 
ratio of the tire. This is a measurement comparison of the height of the tire’s cross section 

to its width.

• Next, you will see an “R,” indicating that the tire is a radial, which is also the most common.

• After the “R,” you’ll see another number, which indicates the size of the wheel on which the
tire is meant to be mounted.

When you call your service department, simply provide them with the details about your 
tires and they’ll be able to determine if they have them in stock and when will be the best 

time for you to come in. However, if you’re using an online scheduling system, you may 
simply be able to select your year, make, and model and get to the right tire that way. 

Either way, you’re well on your way to new tires and safer driving.
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New Tires, Better Drive
You may not notice how your car is driving when your tires are getting ready to be replaced 
unless you’re very finely attuned to the habits of your vehicle. However, you’ll definitely notice 

once they’ve been replaced and so will your car. You would be surprised how many functions 
can be improved with not only a tire replacement, but with routine maintenance as well.

After your tire replacement, you may notice that your car is getting better gas mileage or that 
you’re not having to turn your music up as loud to drown out the road noise. All of these are a 

direct connection to having your tires properly maintained or replaced when needed. You’ll find 
that you can enjoy a much more pleasurable drive with proper tire care.

However, taking care of your tires isn’t always just about the tires themselves, as they will show 
symptoms of other systems’ deficiencies. For example, if your brakes are going bad, you may 

notice unusual flat spots in your tires or if you see scalloping along the edges, you may need to 
check your shocks. All of the parts of your vehicle are working together, but your tires are doing 

the heavy lifting, so be sure to give them the care they deserve.


