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The 2020 BMW X5 is a luxury midsize SUV that 
provides lots of style, power, and comfort behind the 
wheel. In this buyer’s guide, we’ll cover everything     
that this automobile has to offer. Then, you can reach 
out to your local BMW dealer to see it in person. 

Ready to start your research? Let’s begin with the 
vehicle’s exterior design! 
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STANDOUT APPEARANCE
With the 2020 X5 being a luxury vehicle, its outward appearance is one that’s hard to ignore. 

This stems from the xLine exterior with Satin Aluminum trim. Then, you’ll have several 
wheels to choose from, including the standard 19-inch V-spoke wheels and available         
21-inch Y-spoke bi-color wheels. 

While the wheels can add to the car’s personality, it’s the body color that can really make the 
automobile. From the classic Alpine White to the bold Tanzanite Blue II Metallic, the color 
can explain a lot about your style and personality. 

Some of the design elements outside the X5 serve a dual purpose. For instance, the active 
kidney grille and air breathers add an impressive look to this SUV. However, they also help 
improve aerodynamics—resulting in a smoother and quicker ride.
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2020 X5 PERFORMANCE SPECS 
Speaking of the ride, the BMW X5 offers lots of power, speed, and agility with its performance. 
No matter which trim you choose—be it the sDrive40i, xDrive40i, xDrive50i, or M50i—you’ll 
have a performance that’s comparable to a sports car. 

POWERFUL ENGINES
The X5 comes standard with a 3.0L TwinPower Turbo 6-cylinder engine that generates 335 
horsepower (HP) and 330 lb-ft of torque. You then have two additional engines to choose from 
to really put the pedal to the metal:

• 4.4L BMW TwinPower Turbo V8: 456 HP and 479 lb-ft of torque 

• 4.4L BMW M Performance TwinPower Turbo V8: 523 HP and 553 lb-ft of torque 

With that last engine, you’ll go from 0 to 60 MPH in just 4.1 seconds! Enjoy that kind of speed 
for hours on end, as the vehicle can achieve an EPA-estimated 21 city/26 highway MPG. 
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NIMBLE HANDLING 
While you can easily zip down the highway in this BMW, this vehicle handles itself            
quite nicely. 

This is in large part from the standard Dynamic Damper Control, which can automatically 
change suspension settings on the fly. Plus, with options like a 2-axle air suspension 
and Adaptive M Suspension, you’ll have an automobile that can handle even the most       
winding roads. 

You can also have a ride that fits your driving style thanks to standard Driving Dynamics 
Control. There are three modes to choose from—ECO PRO, COMFORT, and SPORT— 
with each one giving you a more athletic, fuel-efficient, or comfortable ride. 



OPTIMUM ROAD GRIP 
Finally, while the vehicle comes standard in rear-wheel drive, it’s available in all-wheel    
drive (AWD). 

xDrive is BMW’s intelligent AWD system. It’s designed to monitor road conditions and 
provide extra grip on the road. It does this by splitting torque between the front and rear 
wheels when the street starts to get a bit slick. You can then feel confident taking on any 
road surface with ease. 

When AWD isn’t needed, all the power gets sent to the rear wheels for peak efficiency.

CUTTING-EDGE TECHNOLOGIES 
As you’re cruising around town in the BMW X5, you can also utilize the various technologies 
found inside this automobile. 

This includes the iDrive 7.0 infotainment system, a standard feature that houses all your 
media options. On the 12.3-inch display screen is HD Radio™, Apple CarPlay™, and 
available SiriusXM® Satellite Radio. 

iPhone users will especially love Apple CarPlay™, which shows your favorite apps right on 
the vehicle’s display screen. You can then send a quick text or listen to the latest episode of 
your favorite podcast—all without having to touch your mobile device while driving. 
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You may also appreciate the standard Live Cockpit Professional system. Not only does this 
include iDrive, but it also includes a digital instrument cluster found behind the steering 
wheel. This 12.3-inch screen will show navigation, driver-assisting alerts, and other 
important info right in your line of sight.

ADVANCED SAFETY FEATURES 
The technologies inside the 2020 BMW X5 can also help keep you safe on the road. With 
the standard Active Driving Assistant, you’ll be alerted to situations that require your 
attention. If you can’t react in time, the included features can step in to help you mitigate or 
avoid a collision. 

Here are some of the systems found within the Active Driving Assistant suite: 

• Active Blind Spot Detection  

• Lane Departure Warning  

• Daytime Pedestrian Detection 

If an imminent collision is detected, BMW’s Active Protection System will kick in. This 
standard feature will automatically pretension seat belts, close the windows and moonroof, 
and activate post-crash braking. Then, with the standard BMW Assist eCall™, emergency 
assistance can be sent to your location right away. 
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SPACIOUS CABIN 
The 2020 X5 is a midsize SUV, which means it has more than enough space for people and 
their belongings. 

The vehicle seats five people among two rows and offers the following dimensions: 

When it comes to cargo room, you’ll have 33.9 cubic feet behind the rear seats. This 
is more than enough space for grocery bags or picnic gear. If you need more space for 
luggage or other large items, simply fold down the 40/20/40 split-folding rear seats to get 
up to 72.3 cubic feet. 

Loading items is easy, too, thanks to the standard power split tailgate. The top half opens 
like a traditional SUV, while the bottom half folds down like a truck. If you have longer items, 
you can easily slide them into the back of the X5. 
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LOTS OF STYLE INSIDE THE X5 
In addition to having lots of space, the BMW X5 cabin provides lots of style. This comes    
from the numerous premium materials found inside, such as a standard Fineline Stripe 
Brown High-Gloss wood trim and available Vernasca and Merino leather upholstery. 

The seats then come in a variety of colors, including: 

• Coffee 

• Ivory White 

• Canberra Beige/Black 

These seating materials, like the standard SensaTec, are soft to the touch and provide         
all-day comfort. 

Then there are the glass controls available in the X5, like with the gear shifter. They give off a 
modern and classic vibe. 
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COMFORTABLE AMENITIES 
Finally, there are lots of features inside the X5 that can help keep you comfortable for even 
your longer commutes. 

This includes the standard 16-way power front sport seats with 4-way lumbar support for 
the driver. There’s even a memory system for the driver, so you can save your seating and 
steering wheel settings for future use—making it easy to have someone else take over 
driving duties once in a while. 

For an even more relaxing ride, there are 20-way power multi-contour front seats 
available. These include added adjustments for shoulder and thigh support whenever                      
you need it most. 

Three-stage heated front seats come standard and are great for warming up on a cold 
day or soothing your back at the end of the night. You can also get heated and cooled 
cupholders in the available Executive Package. Whether you have a water bottle or cup of 
coffee on hand, it’ll remain at the optimum temperature for your entire commute. 

Everyone on board can then enjoy the available 4-zone automatic climate control system. 
If you wish to cool down while everyone else wants to warm up, or vice versa, this feature 
lets you do just that. Simply adjust the individual climate controls to get the cabin at the 
exact temperature you want.



TEST DRIVE A 2020 BMW X5 
From reading this buyer’s guide on the 2020 BMW X5, you’ve learned that the SUV 
provides tons of power, style, space, and features. However, it’s important to get behind 
the wheel to really know if it’s right for you. 

How do you do that? By scheduling a test drive at your nearby BMW dealer. You’ll be         
at the helm of this luxury automobile before you know it!
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